EMBRACING THE COMMUN

ITY

BETHANY BEACON

Making All Things New

Frequently in the Bible, God promises to
make all things new. In Isaiah 43: 16, Ps.
126: 2, 5-6; and Rev. 21:5, scriptures for
one of our Sundays in Lent, God makes
such promises to u
The Bible uses such beautiful descriptive
imagery as "out of your fullness you
cause life to spring up in barren land-
scapes." God is able to make a way in
every wilderness we might encounter; a
way to a new life.

These words from Isaiah 43: 16-19,
AThus says the Lord
the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who
brings out chariot and horse, army and
warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a
wick: Do not remember the former
things, or consider the things of old. | am
about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? | will make
a way in the wilderness and rivers in the

desert. o

As your pastor, | have prayed that God
would lead us out of the wilderness and
into a new life founded in the life and min-
istry of Jesus Christ. No one ever said
discipleship was easy. There is a cost of
discipleship, and our God never promised
that the road would not be bumpy. Hav-
ing said that, it is our journey that we
have traveled together as pastor and
congregation, and | am thankful. Some-
times when | look out and see you from
the pulpit, | think how my journey has
been enriched by each of you. You have
taught me a lot, and | hope my ministry is
meaningful to you and acceptable to
God.

Where do we go from here, and how do
we get there? First, we have to keep lis-
tening and watching for God among us.
Put your faith and trust in the One who
has brought us thus far. We have to de-
pend on Godds nudge
This is an exciting time. Lift up your
voices and give God praise. Thanks be
to God.

How to Listen and Watch for God

1.) One way you can open yourself to
hear God is through Bible study. The
Monday night Bible study group will begin
sessions on the minor prophets. This is a

by Rev. Colleen Samson

timely study, for it will teach us how to
have a prophetic voice in our community.
What does that mean? What does it
mean to have a voice proclaiming justice
sand peace?G thesk |are impeodanmt! qees-
tions. The group meets at 6:30 p.m. in
the parlor and is open to everyone.

2.) Prayer needs to be continuous. A
conversation with God requires both talk-
ing and listening. Sometimes in our
prayer life, we forget to be silent and let
God speak. After all, if we are asking for
Gowlbes makvae s eg wahyeni
get an answer. Invite God into your
space. Ask what step to take next?

3.) Sit quietly. Meditate. Set aside a cer-
tain time to just sit and be quiet. There is
so much noise in our world. Cable TV,
phones, computers, IPads, Facebook-----
-they are good in some respects, but they
are distractions. Sitting in silence for 15
minutes a day is good for your physical,
mental, and spiritual health.

4.) Fellowship with
voice is frequently heard in conversation
with others. A person can say something
to you and the Holy Spirit can be at work
helping you to hear what you need to
hear.

Life with God is exciting! God does ex-
traordinary things. If you take a wrong
turn, it is never too late with God. God
can quickly get you on a better path, es-
pecially when we learn to listen.

Lent and Easter come early this year.
The second Sunday in February is the
first Sunday in Lent, and Easter arrives
by the end of March. Lent is time for re-
flection and for turning toward God. |
encourage you to give me your ideas for
Lent this year. Do you want to fast to-
gether? Would like to have a special
prayer group during Lent? Would you
like to give somethin% up or take on
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Letds do somet hing

May God make all things new for you
and our church in 2016. And, may our
relationship with God be strong, faithful,
and produce healthy fruits.
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WE ARE NUMBER 1327!

When Bethany adopted our new Statement of Ingly@Ur Statement of Inclusion: We are all one, uni-
sion on December 13, 2015, it made our church eﬁ&g in Jesus Christ, and we believe that we are called

ble to be listed among the Open and AffirmiAg Christians to be a Community of Peace and Jus-
churches of the United Church of Chrishur state-fiCe. Therefore, in the Spirit, we the members of Beth-

ment is intentionally very broad and serves as an®Y- United Church of Christ declare ourselves to be

travagant welcome to many who are excluded fdfhinclusive Church, open and accepting of all people
other churchesWe believe that using the woinclu- without qualification including persons of any race,

sivebest describes how the Bethany congregationS§¥: g€, nationality, marital status, physical or men-
visions their future. tal ability, economic status, political affiliation, sexual

orientation, or gender identity, and open and accept-

Our Statement of Inclusion was sent to the natiqaglyf i family units including traditional, single par-
UUC church. In a response email from our natiogal givorced. never married. sarsex parents of
church, Bethany United Church of Christ has beefsT piracial or multiracial. ’

welcomed as an Open and Affirming congregatiomf¥ affirm the worth and dignity of all persons, just as
the national UCC Open and Affirming Coalition agg, ist accepted all people he encounteralie be-

will be listed among other such churches availablgdge that God's wondrous and inclusive love, Christ's
people searching for a churcur ONA church nUM-cp ek - and the Spirit's power are for all people, and
ber indicates the position of Bethany in the chrongls; ng matter who you are or where you are on life's
ogy of all ONA churches listed since I198Bt our an- journey, you are weicome here.

nual ~congregational meeting on December W& jnyite all who share in this vision to join us in the

2015, the vote was unanimous 10 accefl |ife, membership, leadership, employment, and
our Statement of Inclusion that was written by Mefiistries of this Church as we strive to work for
bers of our Church CouncilBeth Cline, Jose De J‘?)‘eace and justice for all of God's people.

sus, Donna Ervin, Lisa Goins, and Lou Grandmaison. Submitted by Donna Ervin

LINC Outreach to Exodus Ministry

As we continue our participation donating items fatore where they are assembled and passed on to Exo-
individuals coming into the Exodus Program for reld@as ministry. This is one more way our five LINC
bilitation, we will be collectindinens for a single bed¢churches working together are able to reach out into
pillow, and blankeheeded in the Welcome Packet fie community and make a difference. Please support
new residents. Good prices on these items caihiseministry and donate as you are able. The donation
found at Walmart or white sales during January. ¥eis located on your left as you enter the narthex
also will collectpaper towels, toilet paper, and d'ShLife's most urgent question is: What are you doing
detergentor Home Maker Packets for persons mov- " : )

» . . o for others?" byartin Luther King, Jr.
ing from Exodus into their own living quarters. All
items we donate are taken to the LINC Gift and Thrift

Submitted by Donna Ervi

>

Interim Organist Resigns

Jane Cadwallader, our interim organist for the paas able to serve Bethany as long as she did. We also
three years, resigned from the position effective Bejoyed having Jane and her husband, Joe, join|us in
cember 31, 2015. Jane, a very dedicated commumégy or our outings and events at Bethany. Their

volunteer and member and church worker at Beigndship and support has been a blessing. We|wish
Eden Lutheran Church in Newton, was elected akame and all of her family well and hope she and Joe
state officer for the Women of the ELCA. This posiHl have more time also to take some family trips.
tion often requires her to travel and be out of W will honor Jane at a dinner meet and eat to be an-
Therefore, she realized it was necessary to cut back2fhced soon.
some of her extra jobs. We truly appreciate that Jane Submitted by Donna ErviP
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The Foundation of our Spiritual Growth

A \E)/A Join any group, any time
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ADU LT DISCUSSION SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30 AM

JANUARY 10 John1 -18
JANUARY 17 Luke 3: 15 -17; 21 -22
JANUARY 24 Luke 4: 14 -21
JANYARY 31 Luke 4: 14 -21
FEBRUARY 7 Luke 9: 28 -43

A LECTIONARY STUDY

BEGINNING MONDAY, JANUARY
11 AT 6:30 PM

LED BY SARAH BOSTIAN
NOW STUDYING

INTRODUCTION TO PROGi?ESSIVE CHRISTIANITY

ADULT DISCUSSION , SUNDAY MORNINGS FROM
9:30-10:20 AM  RESUMES FEBRUARY 14
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FRESH FRUIT
& NEW WINE

2016 Lenten Series
Begins February 14, 2016

First Sunday in Lent

Sermon: The Temptations Luke 4: 213
Second Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Fox and the Hen Luke 13: 3135
Third Sunday in Lent

Sermon: High Ways |saiah 55: D
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Everlasting Love Luke 15: 13, 11bB32
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Spring Forth Isaish43: 121

Sixth Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Throw Off Your Coat Luke 19: 2&40

Easter Sunday
Sermon: Resurrection Joy John 20: 118
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December was a busy month for youth and teens.ldggin the process of setting up some baseball camp
tween Christmas plays and Christmas vacation, dags for the months of March and April. This will be
kids have sure been busy. We had an excellent augneat way for kids to get active. (providing weather
out for our play, and the kids did absolutely wondeonditions allow for outdoor activities) Watch for up-
ful. I want to thank all of the staff and volunteers fratates and details of dates and times.

Bethany All Stars. They made the play come t0 |Hg: ihose of you who do not know, we are selling $10
and kept the kids excited all the way through. A Spgyq gift cards for only $6. The purpose is to raise
cial thank you also goes out to PDQ for catering figney for the youth and teens group here at Bethany.
refreshments after the play. Our hope is to fill this spring and summer with even

It was nice to see the true meaning of Christmas camee activities. We have also started free transporta-
to life with the youth from Bethany. Children are oftdon for anyone within a 5 mile radius of the church.
the most overlooked teaching resource that a ch@eche of the big things thi
can have. Thinking about it now, do you think weu t . Februaryds night out
would have drawn the same nunber of guests intovdugn we can iron out the details.

church without them? | think we can easily forget how

i mportant children are F‘i’er %’;ya?]%eﬁteigﬁg%ﬁti\(ﬂu@ angeens glease goptact iys!
is why we will continue to focus on getting our you@g}%“rectorS of Youth and Teens

active. (828) 4467860
Therefore, on January 23, together with Bethany All

Stars, we will have a youth night at Skateland in

Hickory from 37 pm. Beginning in February, | will

Progressive Christianity.org
(Spiritual networking and resources for an evolving faith)

How do you see yourself? Does this describe what you think about Christianity? How do your beliefs differ? This is
how Progressive Christianity.org describes a progressive Christian.

1. Believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus can lead to an awareness and experience of the Sacred and
the Oneness and Unity of all life;

2. Affirm that the teachings of Jesus provide but one of many ways to experience the Sacredness and Oneness of life,
and that we can draw from diverse sources of wisdom in our spiritual journey;

3. Seek community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not limited to:
Conventional Christians and questioning skeptics
Believers and agnostics
Women and men
Those of all sexual orientations and gender identities
Those of all classes and abilities

4. Know that the way we behave towards one another is the fullest expression of what we believe;

5. Find grace in the search for understanding and believe there is more value in questioning than in absolutes;
6. Strive for peace and justice among all people;

7. Strive to protect and restore the integrity of our Earth;

8. Commit to a path of life-long learning, compassion, and selfless love.

Our Sunday Morning Adult Discussion Group has been studying Progressive Christianity. Are you interested but cannot
attend on Sunday morning? Would you like to have an early evening group? See Pastor Colleen.
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We had a very busy holiday season with our Afi@r the building, painting, and set up of the scenery;
School All Stars! It seemed like no time at all belso to Jeannine and Megan for keeping the children in
tween Halloween and Christma#fter many weekscheck when necessary and, of course, the parents and
of practice (before and after homework) and then evttrer family members for their patience and support.

more practice and costume ideas, the day of  th : , ,
Christmas play "Santa Gives Back Christmas” | k%ow the children were looking forward to their

Whtistmas break with their families. It is always nice

gether with lots of help. and was & success. 42V @ break of a few days toamergize and get
9 P ready for the New Year and the new possibilities that

all. The ch_ildren who part_igipated did a great job, PO with the beginning of the yeaSoon there will be
we appreciate all the additional help that we receiye fa homework with science projects and reading

during that time. A special thanks to Jessica Sho% s We wish all of you a very Happy and Healthy

(aka Santa) for. her tech expertise, Jang and P R Year, and we really appreciate all the support
Colleen for playing the piano during practices, an rE)Om evervone
Eva Rivera (Valeria's Mom) and my husband Bryan yone.

Ms Lee and Ms Jeannine

All Stars *

Bethany United Church of Christ

Catawba County United Way

Community Partner




