
Fall is a beautiful season of the year.  

I especially look forward to fall be-

cause it is football season.  It is inter-

esting to watch a football game and 

see how each player contributes to 

the game.  Some players are always 

in the game unless they need a break, 

are injured, out for the season, or 

have broken the rules.   Other players 

wait their turn and come in to play 

when they are needed.  Regardless, 

they are all important and needed on 

the team. 
 

Every person at Bethany is important 

and needed on the team.  Each per-

son is needed to actively be in cove-

nant with the church for the greater 

good of Godôs Kingdom.  The Spirit 

gives each of us gifts, calls us to a 

church, and then it is our responsibil-

ity to identify each otherôs gifts and 

work for the greater good in the 

place where we are called. 

What does that look like?  The fall is 

a good time to offer your gifts to the 

church.   Have you thought about the 

gifts you have been given by the 

Spirit or has someone said to you, 

ñYou are really good at 

____________ and we need you to 

serve in that capacity at the church?ò   

Is there something you really like to 

do?  Have you prayed and asked God 

to make it clear to you, how you can 

serve God in the church?  I believe 

people are called to a church, be-

cause they are needed there. 
 

Sometimes the ball has to be handed-

off to another person to keep the ball 

moving forward toward the goal.  

Are you a person who can take the 

ball and run with it, or are you afraid 

you will fumble the ball?  No need to 

be afraid, it is okay to fumble the 

ball, because we are here to pick 

each other up when things donôt go 

exactly how we think they should.  

Bethany needs people to pick up 

some of our balls.  My husband did a 

lot at the church.  He carried the ball 

down the field until he couldnôt any-

more.  He loved being in ministry at 

Bethany.  There are ministries he 

helped with that need your help. 
 

Let me give you examples:  The 

Bethany website needs someone who 

will keep it updated.  The Bethany 

Community Involvement Team 

needs people with new ideas and en-

ergy.  Our Adult Discussion group 

needs leadership for short-term top-

ics.  Do you have computer skills to 

work on our conference yearly report 

and assemble our church annual re-

port?  The church needs all of its 

members to be actively involved in 

moving the ministry of the church 

forward.  If you have been sitting on 

the bench, waiting your turn, please 

consider using your gifts and talents 

for the greater good.  God needs you 

to serve and so does your church.  

Ask Pastor Colleen or a council 

member what you can do to help. 
 

Another aspect of the football sea-

son, especially in our local high 

schools, is homecoming.  Bethanyôs 

Homecoming, ñWe Celebrate Our 

Faith,ò is scheduled for Sunday, Sep-

tember 20.  There is a form in the 

bulletin for everyone to join together 

after the service for a catered meal.  

Please place your form in the offer-

ing plate along with your check with 

ñHomecomingò in the memo area.  

Or, put your form and cash in an en-

velope and place it in the offering 

plate. Also, we are assembling a 

homecoming choir.  If you would 

like to be part of the choir for this 
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2015  

President, Rev. Dr. Edward 

Davis, will bring the message 

for our Homecoming Service.  

Greet him with Bethany hospi-

tality. 

Have a good fall!   Consider 

how your gifts and talents can 

keep you in active covenant 

with our church and with God.  

You are important and needed. 

EMBRACING THE COMMUN ITY  

      by Rev. Colleen Samson 
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